Utah / Great Salt Lake
Stansbury Island

pISTANCE: 9.5 miles ELEVATION GAIN: 2300 feet rouTE TYPE: Out & Back

The trail starts just east of a gun shooting area. There is a trail post in the mouth of the drainage canyon. The
single track trail climbs the west face of the Stansbury Island mountain to the top of the ridge. The trail is hard-
packed but liberally coated with round quartzite boulders and chunks of limestone. The combination of steep
grade (15%) and rocky trail will challenge you.

From here, hikers will be looking west over the shallow west end of the Great Salt Lake. The trail descends
about 200 feet from the ridge, then hugs the shoulder of a horizontal band of conglomerate as it follows the
canyons carved into the south face of the mountain. The canyon walls are rocky and steep, with exposed cliff
areas. After following the shoulder where the limestone and dolomite meets the conglomerate layer around
two canyons, the trail splits and one branch descends back to the lake shore.

Keep left to continue on the shoulder area further around the island. The trail suddenly ends right before cliff
with great views to Great Salt Lake. The landscape is very dry and sparse, but the panoramas are beautiful.
Sagebrush, a few trees, clumps of grass and cows grazing add charm to the island.
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The hike in was pretty good but as we descended shooters with very large guns started shooting strait at the
trail we where hiking on | nearly got shot, the richochet zing around the rocks near me. then they started with
semi automatics and it sounded like a warzone, and richochets everywhere. FOR YOUR OWN SAFETY do
not hike this.

Had the trail to myself. We have had rain the day before so the weather was nice and cool. A few bugs but the
breeze kept them away most of the time. This would make a great evening hike to catch the sunset over the
Great Salt Lake. Some really nice views. The initial climb is not to bad and the rest of the trail is pretty gradual
and offers some great views. The road to the trail head was a little washed out but is still accessible. Cars
could park at the main road and walk up.




